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United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Region VII 

POLLUTION REPORT 

Date: Monday, September 22, 2008 
From: Heath Smith, OSC 

Subject: September 15 tlirough September 30, 2008 
St. Louis Flooding 9-08 CERCLA 
2940 MARY AVE, St Louis, MO 
Latitude- 38.609169 
Longitude: -90.346826 

40301378 

POLREP No.: 
Reporting Period: 
Start Date: 
Mob Date: 
Completion Date: 
CERCLIS ID #: 
RCRIS ID #: 

1 

9/15/2008 
9/15/2008 

MON000705947 

Superfund 

Site #: 
D.O. #: 
Response Authority: 
Response Type: 
NPL Status: 
Incident Category: 
Contract # 

A7M1 

CERCLA 
Emergency 
Non NPL 
Removal Action 

Site Description 
On the weekend of September 13-14, 2008, the remnants of the laige Tiopical Depression known 
as Ike moved in a northeasterly direction across Missouri prodticing strong winds, torrential rains, 
and severe flash flooding. The National Weather Service at St Louis International Airport reported 
4.58 inches of rainfall in a several-hour period on Sunday morning September 14, along with a 
peak wind gust of 43 knots. Local news reported that approximately 800 residential homes and 
businesses were impacted by flash flooding in suburban areas of St Louis County, of which 
approximately 275 were condemned. 

On September 15, the U S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) was contacted by the 
Missoun Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) to assist in determining if any hazardous 
substances were released from the damage in suburban areas of central St Louis County MDNR 
had reports by an Assistant Fire Chief for the city of Brentwood, Missouri, that along Bompart 
Avenue 14 55-gallon oil drums and a ditch full of spilled oil was present In a combined effort, 
EPA and MDNR assessed the area The assessment expanded from Bompart Avenue to other 
impacted areas. Reports from local officials helped guide the assessment effort. After observing 
impacts from spilled oil on Deer Creek and two adjoining tributaries, the EPA requested funding 
authorization through the Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund (OSLTF)iind began an oil clean-up 
Assessment of the flood impacted areas continued. During assessments related to the oil clean-up, 
drums and containers of potentially hazardous materials were discovei ed This lead to the 
initiation of a CERCLA-funded action that was conducted in concurrence with the OSLTF funded 
action 

Current Activities 

On September 15, 2008. as part of the initial site assessment following the severe flash flooding of 
areas of Brentwood and Rock Hill, Missouri, the EPA and MDNR located and recovered several 
containers of unknown contents. On Mai7 Avenue in the city of Bientwood, one 55-gallon drum 
with a Department of Transportation (DOT) flammable label was identified in a tiibutary of Deei 
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Creek. The drum had the initials "PB" written on it A neaiby company that was significantly 
affected by the flooding was PB Laminations, Inc Their leprescntatives claimed and collected this 
dnim the following day At the same location, a cage of four 30-gallon propane taitks was 
extracted from the tributary. The local propane distributor who handled the tanks was 
contacted They claimed the propane tanks and collected them the same day MDNR identified 
two more 55-gallon dmms near a railroad trestle over Deer Creek at the end of Mary Avenue One 
of the drums was a ring-top drum labeled "Soil Cuttings" These di ums were staged just off the 
railroad trestle near the PB Laminations facility Brentwood Assistant Fire Chief, Bob Kurtz, later 
infonned EPA and MDNR that three 55-gallon drums labeled with DOT flammable labels had 
been previously identified and recovered by PB Laminations 

On September 17, 2008, EPA and MDNR recovered one 55-gailon drum from the Deer Creek 
Bridge at Breckenridge Industrial Court and two 55-gallon drums and miscellaneous smaller 
chemical containers from the bndge at Brentwood Boulevard ovci Deer Cieek. The Superfund 
Technical Assessment and Response Team (START) contiactor was on the site for documentation 
and to Perform field characterization tests on the recovered containers' contents. . 

By September 18, 2008, a temporary staging area was established on the site in the right-of-way 
along Bompart Avenue for containers lecovered during the response effort START was on scene 
to perform field cJiaractenzation tests Container contents were chai-acterized and compatible 
materials were consolidated Remaining after consolidation was one 55-gallon drum of used oil, 
two 55-gallon drums of oily watei, one 55-gallon drum of flammable liquids and five 5-gallon 
buckets of oil/asphalt emulsion petroleum waste The oils waste was then disposed of under the 
OPA response EPA had earlier been informed of a container of thick pink liquid that had spilled 
on the Soil surface near a residential property at Deer Creek and Log Cabin Lane in the city of 
Ladue, Missouri EPA tasked START to provide support for any hazaidous materials incidents 
such as this that might arise as the response developed. When START arrived at the scene the 
container was gone, but the spill on the soil remained in two small aieas The material was 
characterized and determined to be a non-hazardous water-soltible late.\ coating or paint material of 
some sort 

On September 19, 2008, Mr. Tom Ball, representing the Missouri Stieam Team (a non-
goveminental organization), provided the location of two addilioiuil 55-galion drums in Deer 
Creek MDNR and EPA mobilized to the location and extracted llie drums MDNR discovered an 
additional 15-gallon container while on the site. The containers were taken back to the temporary 
staging area on Bompart Avenue MDNR performed additional reconnaissance on Deer Creek 
from the Manchester/MOlOO Bridge to South Haniey Road. 

By Septernber 23, 2008. 12 more 55-gallon drums, some with DOT flammable labels, were 
identified EPA mobilized the Emergency and Rapid Response Services (ERRS) contractor to 
collect the 12 drums from Deer Cieek. Many of these drums had a "PB" label on them and they 
were all immediately downstream of the PB Laminations facility located on Mary Avenue in 
Brentwood, Missouri. The drums were transported to and staged at their facility OSC Smith 
spoke vvith Mr. Pervis Brown, Piesident ofPB Laminations Inc, who identified 11 of the 12 
containers staged at his facility as belonging to them. OSC Smith tiansported the other remaining 
containei to the Bompart Avenue temporary staging area Two larger above-ground storage tanks 
were also removed from Deer Creek and returned to their origin at West Asphalt Company 

On September 24, 2008, the START contractor was on the site characterizing the contents of the 
new containers staged at the Bompart Avenue location. The Missouri Stream Team had kayaked 
portions of the River Des Peres and identified multiple 55-gallon drums left abandoned by the 
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flood between Morganford Road and the Mississippi River 

On September 25, 2008, the EPA and ERRS contractor utilized a john-boat to collect drums along 
the River Des Peies between the Mississippi River and Morganford Road. Seventeen containers 
greater than 5 gallons were collected The Missouri Stream Team pcrfomied reconnaissance of the 
River Des Peres between Morganford Road and the confluence with Deei Creek near the 1-44 
bridge. 

On September 26, 2008, the EPA and ERRS contractor utilized an all-teiram vehicle to collect 
drums and containers from Morganford Road to the confluence of Deei Creek and the River Des 
Peres Approximately 14 containers greater than 5 gallons weie collected The START contractor 
was on the site to field characterize the remaining materials EPA and ERRS bulked the 
compatible materials This completed the container recovery response operations 

On September 30, 2008, 13 of these additional drums were identified and returned to PB 
Laminations Also on September 30, two industrial oxygen cylinders were recovered by Airgas, a 
local welding gas supply company 

A total of three 55-gallon drums of flammable/combustible hazardous waste liquid was bulked and 
transported to the MDNR Route 66 State Park temporary storage facility during this effort and 
disposal IS currently pending final arrangements by the ERRS conti actor The total of the bulked 
non-hazardous material wastes recovered during this effort was Ihice 55-gallon drums of non-
regulated materials, which was transported to the ERRS conti actor's shop yard for temporary 
storage pending disposal arrangements The ERRS contractor also airanged for disposal of all the 
empty drums and containers that weie generated after bulking of these waste materials during this 
effort 

Planned Removal Actions 
No further action planned 

Next Steps 
Awaiting CERCLA offsite disposal leports and final cost packages fiom contiactors 

Estimated Costs * 

Budgeted 
Total To 

Date Remaining % Remaining 

Extramural Costs 

ERRS - Cleanup Contractor $9,134 00 $6,897 00 $2,237 00 24 49% 

RST/START $4,000 00 $2,000 00 $2,000 00 50 00% 

CONTINGENCY $4,877 00 $0 00 $4,877.00 100 00% 

Intramural Costs 

USEPA - Direct (Region, HQ) $3,000 00 $2,000 00 $1,000 00 33 33% 

USEPA - InDirect $10,163 00 $3,500 00 $6,663 00 65 56% 

Total Site Costs $31,174 00 $14,397 00 $16,777 00 53 82% 
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* The above accounting of expenditures is an estimate based on llgures known to the OSC at the 
time this report was written. The OSC does not necessarily receive specific figures on final 
payments made to any contractor(s) Other financial data which the OSC must rely upon may not 
be entirely up-to-date The cost accounting provided in this l epoit does not necessarily represent an 
exact monetary figure which the government may include in any claim fot cost recovery 

www epaosc net/stlfloodhaz 
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